Forces against the city.   Aurangazeb also resented the power of the two
Hindu ministers   of Abul Hasan, Akkanna and  Madanna.   For   seven
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months he bravely defended the fort of Golconda and lost it by treachery
in 1687. He was sent a prisoner to Daulatabad where he resided till his
death. Abul Hasan was a popular monarch. In the Deccan many stories
of his kindness and goodness are still current and his ballads and amatory
verses still survive. Aurangazeb now took possession of all the territories of
the Deccan, but the occupation was purely military. The people were never
really subdued. On the death of Aurangazeb in 1707 the fortunes of the
Moghal Empire, which had reached the zenith of its greatness under his
rule, began to decline and his wide domain was broken to pieces. The
Mussalman viceroys rapidly became sovereign princes. Asaf Jah, best
known as Nizam-ul-Mulk (Regulator of the State), a veteran warrior, estab-
lished his indepiendent power as Subedar of the Deccan in 1715, with
Hyderabad as his capital.
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